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Each of the opinions being addressed at this meeting discuss and cite to Wis. STAT. 8 13.625
generally. 2013 Wisconsin Act 253 and 2015 Wisconsin Act 117 amended subsection (1)(b)
“furnish” was changed to “give.” Staff determined that this did not substantively change the
statute and its prohibitions as the words are synonymous. These opinions were addressed at an
earlier meeting, but some minor revisions will be necessary in the opinions being reviewed at
this meeting due to the language and citation changes in Wis. STAT. § 13.625, which is cited in
all these opinions.

Opinions Recommended for Withdrawal

The opinions that are being recommended for withdrawal are opinions based on statutory
language prior to the amendments listed above or lack beneficial analysis. These opinions would
require more than just minor revisions to modify them to be consistent with the current statutes.

1. Eth. Bd. Op. 07-07 — The analysis and substance of this opinion rely on the old definition of
candidate as described above.

2. Eth. Bd. Op. 07-14 — The analysis and substance of this opinion rely on the old definition of
candidate as described above.

3. Eth. Bd. Op. 04-02 — This opinion lacks a clear set of facts and provides no substantive
analysis or citations to statutes.

4. Eth. Bd. Op. 05-01 — This opinion lacks a clear set of facts and provides no substantive
analysis or citations to statutes.

Opinion Recommended for Revision

Eth. Bd. Op. 93-01 — This opinion’s advice states that the communications described are not
lobbying, but item 3 in Facts b. could be considered a lobbying topic if the conversation referred
to involves discussion of rulemaking or legislation. Staff recommends adding a footnote to
paragraph [1] b. after item 3 stating the following: “This opinion assumes that the conversation
referred to in item (3) did not involve discussion that would influence legislative action or
rulemaking. See paragraph [7].”

Opinions Recommended for Reaffirmation with Limited Revisions

The opinions marked as consistent should be reaffirmed, but will need very minor revisions to
correct citations and language for the current Wis. STAT. §13.625.
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2013/related/acts/153
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/acts/117
https://ethics.wi.gov/Resources/07_07_ImproperUseOfOfficeConflictContactCommissionStaff.pdf
https://ethics.wi.gov/Resources/07_14_LobbyingOfficalsAndMembershipActivity.pdf
https://ethics.wi.gov/Resources/04_02_GrantsImproperUseOfOfficeAndLobbying.pdf
https://ethics.wi.gov/Resources/05_01_501c4AndLobbying.pdf
https://ethics.wi.gov/Resources/93_01_LobbyingAndLegalRepresentation.pdf
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